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"3 new magnet schools on tap

ces | Butone
plan opposed
by residents

BY ROSALIND ROGSSI
Edwcalios Repon ber [reoihbiprlimii. (om

A rare second round of magnet
school lotteries could be held as
enrly a3 March i Chicago Public
Behools officials push through
ans Lo create three new magnets
— including some in half-emply

popular La Salle Language Acwd-
ey and Disney Magnet are ex-
peetied Lo emerge this Gl in the af-

termath of & CPS proposal to shake

up 19 schools — the first wmve of as

many &s 50 school closings or con- |, .

solidations over the noxt five years.
A third pew school — focused on

- carwers in engineering — is planned
this fadl on the South Side in the new
Miles Duvis Magnat bailding at 6740
5. Pauling, less than o mibe from the
current, hnlf-cmpty Miles Davis.

For yeare, the cachet of magnet
schools has drawn middle-cliss
families into CPS. But plans involy-

ing the new La Salle, or La Salle-2,
T @il

Six  busleads of protesters
ercwded n public last woek

to fight plans to replace Hans Chris-
tian Andersen Elemendary at 1148
M. Honore, near geatrified Wicker
Park, with La Salle-2. A School
Epard vote 12 gl for Feb. 27

Andersen scores double

Under the CFS proposal, Ander-
sen would stop nocepting new stu-
dents and eventually phase out of
existence Its new students would
b pouited ta the nearby Priteker El-
ementary, This fall, Andersen
would begin sharing ita building
with 120 La Salle-2 kindergartners

As pre-E-8 mmn withers

away, La Salle-2 would grow to a K-8
school. Andersen parents Carmen
Soto and Mildred Rodrigues hove
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bseen beading the charge sginst the
plan, Andersen's srares have
oV sevon years, despite
halding ¥ percent lvw-income kids,
“If it ot broken, why take it
vy sald
Andersen’s success  Indicates
CPS should add new programs o
attract more kids ratlser Chan kil
off the: sehool, parents sy
They nole that dozens of schools

which CPS lists as 47 percent full

Parents estimate that, adjusting
fiar apecial edscation, the building is
58 percent fall

“1 feel the whode underatilization
program (s a big cop-out for what
they really want to do."* said Sato,
l‘hﬂdu‘."ﬂ.ﬂ'bﬁrndnr iﬂwtu;dw
eration in her family to attend An-
deraen.

Rodriguez, mother of three An-
dersen students, worries that (f her
pre-K ehild dossn't win the magnet

plan for certain kids and mot the
rest of the school?” Rodriguez
anked,

Critles contend Andersen could
I a “dend schoel walking®
Rodrigues snd Sato predict it will
evolve into inferior Lo
La Salbe-2, which et oxtra
tesichers and resources under a fsd-
aral magnet grani.
Attracting youths from outside

Even Ald. Manny Flores (1st) is
concermed: “I don't want to see chil-
dren from lower-income families
nob receive the benedits that others
will recedve”

However, to keep families to-
pether, siid David Pickens, the CPS
point man on school dosings, CPS

hmuw
sibling lottery al La that

would reserve 45 percent of new

La Salle-2 soats for siblings of An-
derrsen students,

Though Andersen’s capaciiy |s
20K} kidls, Pickena aalkd, the |

currently holds 565 students, bat
only about 150 of them live in the nt-

Lenddanee nres,

‘Andersen is allracting n i of
kids from outside the neighbor-
bood,” Plekens said. “But if it does
that, you might as well make it a
magned and have the resources that
o along with it

Beats awarded in lotteries for
neighborhond kids will be expanded
mwmmmm
to 50 percent At La Salle-2 and at

Diavis and Johns Middle, bath ar-
ieted for closure, would be guaran-
L shots i the mewe Davie
Admission lodteries for La Salle-2,
which will feature four languages,
and Disney-2, with an arts and tech-
nalogy emphasis, could be held as
early as March, Pickens sabd. Lot-
teries af existing magmets are golng
n“'ﬁ"ﬂllhhu putable

I Fe T
and a reputable concepd,” Pickons
said. "W fee] that it would be very
attractive to parents”
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n In a new bullding ai 6740 5. Paulina

Language Academy-I:
9 In currans Mdmnlgliunuq
building, 1348 M. Honove.

Bm-d In cisrredt [Fving

building, 3815 K.
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