in No Child Left Behind

Opportunity for kids
who won transfers,

frustration for others
BY CURTES LAWRENCE
Staff Reparter

Elizabeth Dedesus could be a
achool's worst nightmare —

ing into a clissroom for o vi
wnu'hu the bus company for
tardy service or camping out in the
‘s office — always looking
r the best for her kids.
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than their neighborhood school —
she acted fast.

All three of her children at
Pable Casals in Humboldt Park
wWeTE @ for transfer under the
Mo Child Left Behind program be-
cause Cpsals did mot mest state

with n knack for drawing. nlsa
has learning and behavior disabili-
tiga.

Iedesus had had mized experi-
ences with Christian’s special edu-
cation teachers dunn; his thred
years at Casals — some were great,
others she found downright impos-
sible to work with.

One teacher even said Deesus
wasn't welcome in Christinn's
classroom, DoJems said.

“His needs just weren't being
met thers” she said with a deep

She stands 5 feet 4 inches

bt DeJesus makes up for the
height in energy. She talks n mile a
minute, and when it comes to her
kida, ghi covers two milea.

For most families, ting a
transfer under MH “chaics'™
PrOgram was a ream. More

an 19,000 parents applied for
:rl: 1,087 seats, which were
awarded by lottery. Casals parent

dex Austin, for instance,
wonted four of her childron to
transfer but lost out,
t when DeJesus at the
I:hrllﬂ.u.ngm. . He was
-inm from

Gud:nd-ummdnnw

ahiupotpwsinhnhnﬂl.m
latiskt miksives from the Chicago
Public .."'m'l:mli.ulmni’t,u.ﬂ.urll'.;oti
tions mvailnble under the No Chil

program, for kids who didn't win &
transfer. Shl‘l.uhnlutfrﬂm 11

even Lhough-it was
ing woubd be done.

of giitches. The boy, though, is off to a good
home in the 3400 block of West

At the three- no.r_g
dream school at 4140

the program — dra almnat
3,300 applications l'nr:%n:nm
Although test scores don't pinl.
the whole picture, on paper,
AUDisty, 511 parce ‘bu'c“mc"""
L ; B #X-
weeded i{ilﬁ "ﬂ::u"n“lh Tliroks
Standard A ent Tests in
2002, compared with 326 percent
at Canals,

“We were looking for a better
education,” DeJesus said. Casals is
chmaumiamtmmbn

Like many parents, she is con-
fused and frustratod by the letters.
'hf' 'M!Nbl' pomrk Austin

“It's a lot @
anid. *A ot l:; parents  really
haven't  finizhed school them-

programs, ke el
elonr it the time where the mu 25 Huatin,

Tivas ‘mhont  five
Iolocks l'[l.a' ‘selival, ‘mavs her
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color-coded warnings fo
about late homework.

son described Dedesus as “a sup-

partive t* who's always on
tap of notes Al meet-
ings and keeping fiald-

ers for her kids. But, she said, *I
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bounce into the classroom when

Back at Casals, Austin, whoss
children did not win in the loi-
tery, is npovigating her
through the first fow weeks of
ldiuolﬂhhldmhdhm
far four of her five kids, who are
Mnntﬂumhhﬂhtﬂm

grnda.
Austin, who is studying for q_r

GED — the equivalent of a
schoal — I:-d
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